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News from the top:

A Great Beginning to a New Year

The new year is off to a very good
start for the Kimbering Amateur
Radio Club. We have great conti-
nuity with so many experienced offi-
cers and staff helping out the new-
comers. Attendance at the January
breakfast was 29, with two visitors,
Ken and Audell Adkins. Ken
passed his Technician exam with a
perfect score, earning the call
KC@ZGU, and joined KARC.

The January meeting had an atten-
dance of 18, in spite of very inclem-
ent weather. There were many
great ideas concerning publicity for
the Club, community involvement,
expanding our membership and use
of Club funds. Your officers and
board of directors will be reviewing
these suggestions for follow up at
our February meeting. A very inter-
esting program was presented fol
lowing the meeting by Maj. Ed Leo-
nard, KCOUAU, and Lt Col. Jim
Wiley, N@ILB, of the Civil Air Patrol.

The February breakfast was well
attended, with 29 present, including
several visitors. Jacob Ward took
his Technician exam and passed,
and is anxiously awaiting his call

sign. Bob Lutte attended as a
guest of Ken Adkins. Marvin, the
Chief of Police from Indian Point,
was able to attend again and ex-
pressed ongoing interest in being
involved with our Club.

3900 Saturday Mornings

The older | get, the more | enjoy Saturday
mornings. Perhaps it's the quiet solitude that
comes with being the first to rise, or maybe it's
the unbounded joy of not having to be at work.
Either way, the first few hours of a Saturday
morning are most enjoyable.

A few weeks ago, | was shuffing toward the
garage with a steaming cup of coffee in one
hand and the morning paper in the other. What
began as a typical Saturday morning turned
into one of those lessons that life seems to
hand you from time to time. Let me tell you

about it.

| turned the dial up into the phone portion of
the band on my ham radio in order to listen to
a Saturday morning swap net. Along the way, |
came across an older sounding chap, with a
tremendous signal and a golden voice. You
know the kind; he sounded like he should be in
the broadcasting business. He was teling
whom-ever he was taking with something
about "a thousand marbles." | was intrigued
and stopped to listen to what he had to say.
"Well, Tom, it sure sounds like you're busy with

KARC President Paul Ward, K

C8JRF, at the controls.

It is encouraging to see the visitors,
new hams and new Club mem-
bers. We have a super group of peo-
ple in KARC, and | am convinced that
the more folks in the community get
to know us, the more visitors, new
hams and new Club members we
have. See you at the next club meet-
ing will have.

your job. I'm sure they pay you well, but it's a
shame you have to be away from home and
your family so much. Hard to beleve a
young fellow should have to work sixty or
seventy hours a week to make ends meet.
Its too bad you missed your daughters
"dance recital," he continued. "Let me tell
you something that has helped me keep my
own priorities." And that's when he began to
explain his theory of a "thousand marbles."
"You see, | sat down one day and did a little
arithmetic. The average person lives about
seventy-five years. | know, some live more

Continue on Page 2
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A Very Happy Beginning to a New Year:

CQ, DX...Can You Hear Me Now?

atop the 50-foot Rohn 25G. The
tower is attached to the northeast
side of my house at the eight-foot
level and guyed at the 30-foot level.
The antenna has the 40-meter Kit
installed. The rotor is a Ham IV.
We tested the antenna to check for
resonance and found the antenna
to be very efficient, but in need of a
little tweeking-a job we will save for
a warmer day.

By KARC Vice-President Gary Lewis,
K@BJIGS

Greetings to all for the first Squelch
Tale in 2007. The events of the re-
cent past indicate that winter has
been very cruel to our neighbors to
the north. How we have slipped by
without much of an impact is a mys-
tery to me. Id say we have been
blessed.

A Storm Spotter Class will be con-
ducted by the Natonal Weather
Service From Springfield at First
Baptist Church Kimberling City, 161
Heavens Way on Tuesday, April 3,
2007. All are welcome and encour-
aged to attend this training.

| am very pleased to announce that
my tower and beam antenna project
are essentally completed, thanks to
the expert assistance of Jim, N&IZJ,
Don, NZ@A, and Paul, KC8JRF. The
attached pictures show Jm and me
putting the final touches on the A4S

(TR
Are You Sure You Are Going To Catch Me?

I don't know about you, but I'm ready
for spring. Until then, stay warm and
be safe.

3900 Saturday Mormings (con’'t from Page 1)

on this earth run out to help get your priorities
straight."“Now let me tell you one last thing
before | sign-off with you and take my lovely

and some live less, but on average, folks live
about seventy-five years.

about a thousand of them left to enjoy. So |
went to a toy store and bought every single
marble they had. | ended up having to visit

"Now then, | multipled 75 tmes 52 and |
came up with 3900, which is the number of
Saturdays that the average person has in
their entire lifetime. Now, stick with me, Tom,
I'm getting to the important part. It took me
until 1 was fifty-five years old to think about
all this in any detail’, he went on, "and by
that time | had lived through over twenty-
eight hundred Saturdays." "l got to thinking
that if | lived to be seventy-five, | only had

three toy stores to round up 1000 marbles. |
took them home and put them inside a large,
clear plastic container right here in the shack

next to my gear."

thrown it away. | found that by watching the

marbles diminish, | focused more on the

really important things in life.

There is nothing like watching your time here

"Every Saturday since
then, | have taken one marble out and

ling City, MO 65686.

Paul Ward, KC8JRF President
Gary Lewis, KBIGS
Dean Bickford, K@PHI
Ron Buzzell, KC@VCL

Robert Sheets, AAGHE

Jim Stetson, N@IZJ and Gary Lewis, KBIGS
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Marge Duple, NOMCT and Paula Duple, KGONB
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wife out for breakfast. This morning, | took the
very last marble out of the container. | figure
that if | make it until next Saturday then | have
been given a little extra time. And the one thing
we can all use is a littlt more time." "It was
nice to meet you Tom, | hope you spend more
time with your family, and | hope to meet you
again here on the band. This is a 75 Year old
Man, K9ONZQ, clear and going QRT, good
morning!" You could have heard a pin drop on
the band when this fellow signed off. | guess
he gave us all a lot to think about. | had
planned to work on the antenna that morming,
and then | was going to meet up with a few
hams to work on the next club newsletter.

Instead, | went upstairs and woke my wife up
with a kiss. "C'mon honey, I'm taking you and
the kids to breakfast." "W hat brought this on?"
she asked with a smile. "Oh, nothing special,
its just been a long time since we spent a
Saturday together with the kids. And hey, can
we stop at a toy store while we're out? | need
to buy some marbles. A friend sent this to me,
so | am sending it to you, my friend.

And so, as one smart bear once said..."If you
live to be a hundred, | want to live to be a hun-
dred minus one day, so | never have to live
without you." - Winnie the Pooh.
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| From The Pen of Knowledge:

The meeting was called to order at 7
PM by president, KC8JRF, Paul.
Gary, K8JGS, made a motion and a
second by Ron, KCAVCL, to elect
Paula, KOONB, to the board in the
absence of Bob Schaak,
K9JAO; motion carried.

Ron, KC@VCL, made a motion to
approve the minutes of the Novem-
ber meeting, seconded by Jim,
N@IZJ; motion carried.

Ron, KC@VCL, gave the treasurer's
report of $4,521.33 in savings and
$551.57 in the checking account.
Tom, KC@IBT, volunteered to loan
the identificaton equipment from
Emergency Management to the Club
at the next meeting.

Jim, N@I1ZJ, reported that all of Wil-
ton's equipment, except the Ringo
Ranger, has been sold.

Jim and Paul helped put up a tower
for Gary, and Paul helped Leroy,
W6MPF, get his equipment running
again. Jm helped put up a J-pole for
Seth, KCOWST.

Tom reported that the ice storm had
taken out the electricity in the north
end of the county, except for
Crane. Roads were in bad shape,
and a shelter had been established in

The Man with Many Hats:

KARC Secretary, Dean Bickford, KGPHI

Hurley.

Jim will put a breakfast announce-
ment on the repeater for the first
Saturday of the month.

Paul reported that he would like the
see a class started for Amateur Ra-
dio.

Ron would like to start a member-
ship drive and wonders what the
Club can do to gain membership.

Tom reported that a weather spot-
ter class would be held January 30
in Crane and April 3 in Kimberling
City at the Baptist Church. There
will be a state-wide earthquake drill
in June.

The program was Ed Leonard and
Jim Wiley on the Civil Air Pa-
trol. The meeting was adjourned at
745 PM.

KARC Updates and Information

KARC Treasurer, Membership Chairman
and Webmaster, Ron Buzzell, KC@VCL

It has been a pleasure being part of
KARC. This year | hope to see more
members and watch the Club grow.

One direction in which | would like
the Club to grow is in Emergency
Management. We could very well be
called to be the only communication
for our area in the event that there is
a tornado, flood or some other type of
destruction. We could even have an
earthquake. We had a big one sev-
eral years ago. Go To: htip:/
earthquake.usgs.gov/regional/states/
missourifhistory.php.

I am looking into a new look for the
website too. | want our site to be
used by many people, HAM or not.

Now that the FCC has decided that
the Code is no longer needed (I have
reservations about that), maybe more
people will be willing to join. But, one
thing we need to do is keep Amateur
Radio a highly viable tool and not to
become another CB catastrophe.

Please send in your dues if you have
not done so. Go to our website.
www.karc.org and make sure | have
you on the list.



Calendar of Events

April, 2007
Saturday, April 7, 2007, 8:30 AM, KARC Breakfast at Michel's Restaurant, Branson W est.
Saturday, April 7, 2007, 9:30 AM, VE Exams, Michel's Restaurant, Branson W est (following Club Breakfast).
Tuesday, April 17,2007, 7:00 PM, KARC Monthly Meeting, Kimberling City Community Center.

May, 2007
Saturday, May 5, 2007, 8:30 AM, KARC Breakfast at Michel's Restaurant, Branson West.
Saturday, May 5, 2007, 9:30 AM, VE Exams, Michel's Restaurant, Branson West (following Club Breakfast).
Tuesday, May 15, 2007, 7:00 PM, KARC Monthly Meeting, Kimberling City Community Center.

June, 2007
Saturday, June 2, 2007, 8:30 AM, KARC Breakfast at Michel's Restaurant, Branson W est.
Saturday, June 2, 2007, 9:30 AM, VE Exams, Michel's Restaurant, Branson West (following Club Breakfast).
Tuesday, June 19, 2007, 7:00 PM, KARC Monthly Meeting, Kimberling City Community Center.

Sundays
9:00 PM, ARES Net on 147.345 MHz with Net Controls, Jim, N@I1ZJ, and Gary, KBJGS.

Mondays
8:0Cpm, Taney County ARES Neton 147.195 MHz.

Tuesdays
7:30 PM, Christian County ARES Net on 145.230 MHz, Highlandville repeater.
8:00 PM, Bible Belt Christian Fellowship on 146.775 MHz. All are welcome!

Wednesdays
8:00 PM, Kimberling and Tri-Lakes ARC Neton 147.150 MHz.
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